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Bill Type and Number:   Resolution 2013-105
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: February 12, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: F; RCD; JWW
Date of Analysis: February 15, 2013
Type of Action: Authorization for Funding Application; Acknowledgement of Funding Obligation
Bill Summary: The resolution authorizes the Mayor to apply to the Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND) for 2013-2014 grants to undertake specific waterways-related projects; it authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver documents related to the grants; acknowledges the City’s willingness to meet funding requirements; provides for City oversight by the Department of Planning & Development.
Background Information: Applying for FIND grants is an annual undertaking.  FIND returns to counties a portion of ad valorem taxes that FIND annually collects from the County’s taxpayers to fund waterways projects.  The Administration compiles list of waterways projects together for FIND funding.  The Jacksonville Waterways Commission vets those projects and makes recommendations to the City Council on the merits and priorities of the projects.  FIND requires that when applications for grants are submitted, counties must include a resolution that acknowledges the county’s willingness to meet matching fund requirements.  Projects on the FIND Prioritized Project List for 2013-2014 include: Exchange Island; sisters ICW Dock Redesign; Ortega Channel Markings; County Road Boat Ramp; Northbank Riverwalk Bridge; Geffen Kayak Launch; Northshore Kayak Launch; Lighting at 4 Boat Ramps; Reed Island; Harborview Dredging; continuation of Blue Cypress boardwalk.
Most of the projects involve the design and permitting for docks, kayak launches and the installation of amenities.  One of FIND’s missions is providing funding for projects that increase the public’s access to waterways.
Policy Impact: Waterways; Florida Inland Navigation District
Fiscal Impact:  The resolution acknowledges the City of Jacksonville’s willingness to meet FIND’s matching fund requirements as they relate to the 2013-2014 projects.
Analyst: Jackson
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